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Note of information  
 

Subject : Bed bugs – Circular from Moroccan  Ministry of health and social security 04 October 2023  
 

   Casablanca, October 10th 2023 
 

We wish to inform you that on 04/10/2023 the Moroccan Ministry of Health and social 
security issued a circular in relation to proliferation of bed bugs in France. 
 
The circular is issued by Moroccan Ministry of Health as preventive measure aiming at 
reducing the risk of infestation by bed bugs. 
 
For vessel sailing from a French port to Morocco the circular prescribes that the ship agent 
must address the following documents: 
 
 - Maritime Declaration of Health 
- Crew list 
- Passenger list (if any) 
- List of the last 10 ports of call 
- Disinfection certificate 
 
The circular contains a technical sheet listing the disinfecting products that may be used which 
we attach below 
 
Upon arrival in Morocco the vessel must stay at anchorage pending the visit on board of the 
health officer who shall perform an inspection consisting in: 
 
- Control of the documents listed above 
- Control of the on board medical register 
- Thorough inspection of the ship by 

o Direct visual detection (presence of  moults, eggs, larvae or adult insects) 
o Indirect visual detection (bites or presence of traces of blood) 
o Indirect visual detection with UV lamp (droppings or blood traces) 

 
At the end of the inspection the health officer must issue a report mentioning the result of the 
visual inspection and whether free pratique is granted or not. 
 
For vessel coming from a French port who would have no disinfection certificate it is most 
likely that Moroccan authorities will impose the vessel’s disinfection at anchorage prior 
allowing her berthing at Moroccan port. 
 
Hoping the above is of assistance, 
Best regards   
 
 Maclaims Maritime Morocco Team 
Morocco@mcleans.fr  
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