ADHERENCE TO SAFETY GUIDELINES FOR PORTABLE POWER TOOLS ON BOARD SHIPS IS
OFTEN NEGLECTED AND THIS CAN RESULT IN INJURIES TO THE EYES, CHEST AND HANDS.
UNFORTUNATELY SOME OF THESE INJURIES HAVE BEEN FATAL, DESPITE BEING AVOIDABLE
THROUGH TAKING APPROPRIATE PRECAUTIONS DURING ROUTINE MAINTENANCE
OPERATIONS INVOLVING POWER TOOLS.
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THE MAIN ISSUES IDENTIFIED ARE THE REMOVAL OF SAFETY SLEEVES FROM NEEDLE
SCALERS, THE REMOVAL OF SAFETY GUARDS, OR THE INEFFECTIVE MODIFICATION OF
SAFETY GUARDS. INDIVIDUALS HAVE ALSO BEEN TAMPERING WITH OR BYPASSING SAFETY
CUT-OUT DEVICES ON TOOLS, USING METHODS LIKE WIRING, TAPING OR OTHER MEANS.

ELECTRIC TOOLS SIMILARLY SUFFER FROM POOR GENERAL MAINTENANCE, INCLUDING
WIRING FAULTS.



®

O ®

TO REDUCE INCIDENTS OCCURING FROM THE INCORRECT USE OF GRINDERS AND OTHER
POWER TOOLS, THE CLUB HAVE COMPILED THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS, WHICH

ARE NOT TO BE CONSIDERED EXHAUSTIVE:

PRIOR TO USE, ALL TOOLS SHOULD UNDERGO DAILY
INSPECTION AND SAFETY CHECKS

SAFETY GUARDS SHOULD NEVER BE MODIFIED OR
REMOVED FROM ANY TOOL

BEFORE OPERATING EACH TOOL, ENSURE THAT
SAFETY CUT-OUT DEVICES ARE FUNCTIONAL

TEST AND VISUALLY INSPECT THE WIRING AND
OVERALL CONDITION OF ELECTRICAL TOOLS TO
ENSURE SAFETY

ALL USERS MUST BE EQUIPPED WITH AND WEAR
APPROPRIATE FACE SHIELDS, EYE PROTECTION,
HEARING PROTECTION AND THE CORRECT TYPE OF
SAFETY GLOVES WHEN USING ANY POWER TOOL
ON BOARD

PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE TRAINING ON THE SAFE
USE OF TOOLS TO ALL PERSONNEL AND CONDUCT PRE-
WORK RISK ASSESSMENTS

WHERE POWER SUPPLY WIRES PASS THROUGH
DOORWAYS, THE DOORS SHOULD BE SECURED OPEN

DURING TEMPORARY INTERRUPTIONS TO WORK,
EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE ISOLATED FROM POWER
SOURCES AND LEFT SAFELY OR STOWED AWAY
CORRECTLY
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SEAFARERS SHOULD BE ADVISED NOT TO USE HIGH-
SPEED ROTATING TOOLS FOR MORE THAN 30 MINUTES
WITHOUT A BREAK UNLESS THE RISK ASSESSMENT
INDICATES A SHORTER PERIOD OF USE

ENSURE THAT THE RIGHT DISC IS BEING USED FOR
THE RIGHT MATERIAL AND AT THE CORRECT SPEED -
DISCS COME WITH A MAX ROTATIONS PER MINUTE (RPM).
THIS SHOULD NOT BE EXCEEDED

DISCS ON GRINDERS SHOULD BE CHANGED WHEN
THEY ARE WORN TO PREVENT KICKBACK

INSTALL CHAIN LINKAGES OR COMPARABLE
MECHANISMS BETWEEN HOSE SECTIONS TO AVOID
PNEUMATIC HOSE BREAKAGE AND SUBSEQUENT HOSE
WHIPLASH. SAFETY VALVES THAT SHUT OFF THE LINES
CAN ALSO BE USED

TOOL ACCESSORIES (DRILL BITS, DISCS ETC) SHOULD
BE PROPERLY SECURED IN THE TOOL.

THE ABOVE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS
PART OF A DETAILED RISK ASSESSMENT
CARRIED OUT PRIOR TO THE START OF ANY
WORK USING ANY POWER TOOLS ON BOARD.



